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Parish Priest: Fr Ian Johnson
Presbytery: 9755 3944

Wednesday

olotsc@westnet.com.au
Masses and Devotions
18th – 24th February 2019
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Email:

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Tuesday

9.00am

Mass

Wednesday

9.30am

Mass

Thursday

9.00am

Mass

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS

Friday

9.00am

Mass

7th Sunday of Ordinary Time Year C

Saturday

6.00pm

Sunday

8.00am

Mass
Mass

Thursday

14th March – Pastoral Council – 6.30pm

Friday

9.30am - Cenacle

Saturday

Betty Peaker, Ellen Robinson,
Saba Rose Button,
Tracy Trew, Helen Miller,
Robert Clements

1 Samuel 26: 2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23
I Corinthians 15: 45-49
Luke 6: 27-38

9.00am – Rosary

16th March – Family Mass Year 6

Sunday

CHURCH COLLECTIONS

Total for
9th and 10th February 2019
1st Collection: $473.65
2nd Collection: $265.10
Planned:
$265.00

From Fr. Ian
“Religious suffering is, at one and the same time, the expression of real suffering and a protest against real suffering.
Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless world and the soul of soulless conditions. It is
the opium of the people”. The latter part of this quote is well known, what precedes it is less known. By placing the
last sentence into a context we have a better opportunity to discern a little more of what Karl Marx was meaning.
Even so, there are layers that underpin these words and they have to do with how Marx saw the good and the bad
of religion, just as surely as he saw the good and bad of society. Marx saw the limitation of both economic structures
and church structures, recognising that ultimately the answer for society must rest outside of and beyond both these
structures. They could only do so much.
Saint Paul in the second reading of this Mass echoes something of the above realisation when he writes, “If our hope
in Christ has been for this life only, we are the most unfortunate of all people”. Jeremiah, in the first reading, says, “A
curse on the man who puts his trust in man, who relies on things of flesh…”. He goes on to write, “A blessing on the
man who puts his trust in God, with the Lord for his hope”.
All of the above lead us into the content and spirit of the Gospel reading of Luke, commonly referred to as the
beatitudes reading. They do this naturally and provide us with a window through which to have a greater
understanding of this significant passage. There is a clear contrast within the beatitudes with happiness coming to
those who appear to have nothing to be happy about, and sadness coming to those who appear to have
everything going in their favour. It is counterintuitive, it is not the way we would naturally see things. Well may the
words of Marx, that “religion is the opium of the people” sound loud and clear. Well may the thought that the first
part of the beatitudes is all about deadening the pain of the people, a call to endurance with no hope of a change
of circumstances being possible. Whilst the second part appear s to be a slap down to all those who may be in a
good place and enjoying where they are. Clearly a no-win situation!
So how are we to interpret the above? How do we go about making some sense of this Gospel passage? Perhaps
the preceding reading may be of some help. Jeremiah has already stated that we cannot place our trust in man.
St. Paul takes this a little further and says that whilst we are called to hope in Christ this hope is not contained within
this limited world. So we are called to have Jesus as the foundation of our being, yet this union with Jesus is not to be
determined by what this union gains for us in this world. Rather we are invited to see that this union gives us
something that this world cannot give. It gives us something, even when it appears that we have nothing or
everything, that is far greater than either of these is able to give or to take away from us.
Can vulnerability be a positive? When we are not in absolute control of everything can we discover something that
will both benefit us as a person and those around us? Fr. Brednan Byrne, in his Reflections of the Gospel, thinks so.
He writes, “A vulnerable community can become, for the afflicted, an instrument of healing and life. It is those who
approach the wounded with vulnerable love, rather than power who make the world safe for humanity”. Wise and
encouraging words indeed!

World Day of Prayer
Friday March 8th at 11am
at Our Lady of the Southern
Cross Church.

Ministers of
Communion

Collection Counting

Jim and Felicity

Enjoy prayerful, quiet reflection time?
Then - Mediation Group in the demountable
at Church, each Monday 4.30pm

Please bring a plate to share.
Our principal of the past three years,
Mr. Des Wilkie announced to all our
school families that he will shortly retire.
This news has been received with sadness
but also has been greeted with expressions
of thankfulness and best wishes for a happy
and fulfilling retirement. There will be a
selection process and the appointment
made will be announced to the school
community by the end of term.

Many thanks to Michael O’Sullivan who
over 11 hours pressure cleaned all the
pavers around the Church and presbytery!
A warm invitation is extended to all
to join in enjoying the best cup of tea or
coffee with eats, in Dunsborough,
after Mass this Sunday.
Welcome to our young people and
their families to this Reconciliation
Commitment Mass.

